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Where to find us

Campus Lugano

Office 332, Main Building, West Campus
Via Buffi 13, Lugano
+41 58 666 46 26
relint@usi.ch
https://www.usi.ch/en/university/info/relint

Reception hours

Daily from 14:00 to 15:30 
By appointment for personal advisory

This presentation will be available on our 
website

Campus Mendrisio

Office V 0.05
Villa Argentina, Largo Bernasconi 2, Mendrisio
+41 58 666 58 03
relint.arc@usi.ch

mailto:relint@usi.ch
https://www.usi.ch/en/university/info/relint
mailto:relint.arc@usi.ch


The types of mobility we will look at today

Other types of 
agreements

Freemover programme

Summer Schools

Swiss Mobility

Swiss-European 
Mobility Programme 
(SEMP Europe)

International 
agreements (SEMP 
World)

1
2
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Our website: 
https://www.usi.ch/relint 

https://www.usi.ch/relint


International Relations Service, Information session for exchange programmes 7

https://www.usi.ch/it/universita/info/relint/studente-usi

Navigation

We have divided the information by target audience.
Specifically, for you: 

• Types of exchanges: overview

• Traditional mobility: organizational aspects

• Summer and Winter Schools
• A sustainable approach to exchanges

The section “Traditional mobility: organizational aspects” 
contains all the information you need to familiarise yourself 
with the organisation of a semester abroad, grouped 
together on a single page and in chronological order. 

The menu at a glance
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Traditional mobility: organizational aspects

We will browse the following topics directly on our website:

• Sources of information; 
• Official necessary documents; 
• Language certificates; 
• Application procedure and deadlines; 
• Financial aspects; 
• Arrival and return; 



The 5+1 steps for a conscious choice of your exchange destination(s)

Check the academic 
offer and the language 
of instruction

Consult the exchange 
reports

Repeat steps 1-5 for 
your second choice (if 
any)

Consult the responsive 
portal, filtering by your 
study programme

Carefully read the factsheet 
of the partner university

Check the minimum 
language requirements

1
2
3
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https://application.mobility.usi.ch/mobility/PortalServlet?identifier=LUGANO01&showAll=0&showPartner=0&showAgreements=1&preselectTab=ver_nav_button&sprache=en&_gl=1*g079tq*_ga*MjEyMjcyNzc0Ni4xNjkzMjkwMTE3*_ga_89Y0EEKVWP*MTcxNTMyMzE2NS40NzcuMS4xNzE1MzIzNTU3LjU3LjAuMTYwMTg1NTA1NQ..
https://application.mobility.usi.ch/mobility/PortalServlet?identifier=LUGANO01&showAll=0&showPartner=0&showAgreements=1&preselectTab=ver_nav_button&sprache=en&_gl=1*g079tq*_ga*MjEyMjcyNzc0Ni4xNjkzMjkwMTE3*_ga_89Y0EEKVWP*MTcxNTMyMzE2NS40NzcuMS4xNzE1MzIzNTU3LjU3LjAuMTYwMTg1NTA1NQ..


The two most 
important documents



The language certificateThe Learning Agreement1
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2• It is the fundamental document that 
guarantees the recognition of ECTS 
obtained during the exchange; 

• Its management depends on the 
faculty and study programme; 

• All information is contained in the two 
documents ‘Learning Agreement: User 
Manual’ and ‘Fields for Learning 
Agreement’, which you are invited to 
read carefully;  

• The study programme coordinators 
verify the correctness of the Learning 
Agreement and approve it;

• The Learning Agreement must always
be kept up to date in Mobility Online. 

• Courses are subject to approval 
from the host university and 
acceptance is not guaranteed! 

• Foreign language: language of studyat the 
host university;

• Certificate: only official and internationally 
recognised certificates (e.g. IELTS, 
Cambridge, TOEFL, Goethe, etc.) or the 
USI internal exam are accepted. No other 
forms of certification are accepted; 

• Not all partner universities accept exams 
taken internally at the student’s home 
institution.

• All information regarding minimum language 
requirements can be found in the factsheets 
of the partner universities.

• It is the students’ responsibility to 
ensure that they meet the minimum 
requirements (level and type of 
certificate) set by the host university. 
Proof of language proficiency, if 
required, must be provided no later than 
the internal enrolment deadline. 



The Learning Agreement: insight
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• This information is available, in details, in the “Learning Agreement: User Manual”. 

• Master students: Master students take elective courses while in exchange. You do not need to find 
equivalence with USI courses unless otherwise required by your USI study plan! 

• Correct Learning Agreement

• Not correct



Tre key points

The Learning Agreement is completed using the digital module 
directly from your Work Flow in Mobility Online.

Any changes must be entered into the digital module and must be 
submitted for approval to USI to secure ECTS recognition. The final 
version must be completed no later than one month after the start of 
the exchange semester. 

Acceptanced into approved courses is not guaranteed. Stay flexible 
as you LA will most likely change. 

1
2
3
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Deadlines



Three important deadlines

Call for application opens, the students’ community is informed 
by newsletter. 

23.59 h
Call for application closes: after this date it is not possible to 
register anymore! 

23.59 h
Deadline to complete your application (Work Flow). After this 
deadline incomplete applications will be rejected! 

15.12
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16.01

31.01



What happens after 
the selection?
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In the months following the selection…

Nomination Registration Acceptance

Within the deadlines set by the partner 
university. The International Relations 
Service takes care of this. Once 
nominated, you will receive confirmation 
from us and an information pack from the 
partner university. 

Within the deadlines set by the partner 
university. This part is your responsibility. 
The deadlines must be strictly adhered to. 

The partner university has the right to 
reject an application. Your application is 
only confirmed upon receipt of the 
acceptance letter. 
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…

Plan your 
journey

Departure 
procedures

Health 
insurance

We recommend that you book your trip 
only after receiving your letter of 
acceptance and confirmation from the 
International Relations Service that all 
formal requirements as per study 
regulations have been met. 

Regardless of the destination, it is your 
responsibility to comply with the procedures 
required by the cantonal and municipal 
authorities. USI cannot intervene in or 
influence the decisions of the cantonal 
authorities regarding permits and cannot act 
on behalf of the candidate/applicant. 

It is your responsibility to check that your 
health insurance also covers you in your 
destination country or, if not, to take out 
an appropriate policy. 



Financial aspects
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Overview

Not all the benefits apply to all exchange programmes:

Swiss Mobility SEMP EU SEMP World Double Degree Freemover Summer School

Tuition fee reduction 
50%

YES YES YES YES YES NO

Tuition fee at the 
partner university

NO NO NO NO YES A registration fee 
can be charged

SEMP scholarship* NO YES YES YES NO NO

Heyning Roelli NO YES YES NO NO NO

Grant for eco-
friendly travel

NO YES NO YES NO NO

*The number of the scholarships and the amounts are confirmed from the National Agency each year in summer.



Other exchange 
programmes



Other types of agreements
• Structured agreement or Double Degree;
• What’s the difference? Pre-approved study plan and number of places;

Freemover programme (where no agreement is in place)
• Independent organisation of the exchange, selection carried out solely by the host university;
• Subject to tuition fees at the partner university and no scholarship;
• Deadlines;

Summer Schools: short mobility
• Offer published on our website, in the dedicated section;
• No selection by USI;
• The course must in any case be approved to ensure recognition of ECTS credits;
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Last but not least
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https://www.usi.ch/it/universita/info/relint/studente-usi/sostenibilita 
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HAVE YOU EVER THOUGHT ABOUT 
TRAVELLING TO AND FROM YOUR 
EXCHANGE DESTINATION BY 
VISITING EUROPE WITH 
INTERRAIL? FROM THIS YEAR, IT IS 
POSSIBLE... AND PARTIALLY 
FUNDED! 

In line with the recommendations of the 
National Agency Movetia and the principles 
of the Erasmus Charter for Higher 
Education, the International Relations 
Service provides resources and tools to help 
students make informed choices when 
organising a study abroad programme. 

https://www.usi.ch/it/universita/info/relint/studente-usi/sostenibilita
https://www.usi.ch/it/universita/info/relint/studente-usi/sostenibilita
https://www.usi.ch/it/universita/info/relint/studente-usi/sostenibilita
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News: Telegram @usi_relint_exchangegram_26-27

• Information about the calls
• Deadlines
• Application procedures
• Useful information
• Useful links
• Presentation of partner universities
• Testimonials from former exchange students
• Quizzes
• Fun facts 
• Tips 
• Q&A live sessions 
• … and much more!

Stay tuned! 
International Relations Service, Information session for exchange programmes



Thank you! Questions?
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From our foreign correspondents
“Embrace every moment, step out of 
your comfort zone, and don’t be afraid 
to be alone—it’s when you grow the 
most. Say yes to new experiences, 
connect with people from different 
cultures, and explore as much as 
possible. Time flies, so make the most 
of it!” (Nadia, Helsinki)

“Go for it! Don’t overthink it—embrace the 
experience, step out of your comfort zone, 
and make the most of every opportunity. 
There may be challenges along the way, 
but they will help you become more 
independent and adaptable. In the end, 
you’ll gain unforgettable memories, 
valuable life skills, and a fresh perspective 
on the world. You’ll grow in ways you 
never imagined!” (Syrine, Paris)

“Godetevi ogni giorno al massimo 
perchè ogni giorno che passa è un 
giorno in meno in cui sarete lì!” 
(Giorgio, Valencia)



The floor to ESN



FAQ
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• Can I mix different types of mobility when I choose the destinations? Yes, you can. 

• Can I take courses both at USI and at the host university? No, you cannot.

• May I take exams at USI during my exchange? No, you cannot

• Do host universities accept the language certificate issued by USI? Not all of them (factsheets).

• Am I eligible for the SEMP scholarship if I do an exchange in my residence country? No. 

• Can I skip the Orientation programmes at the host university, or arrive there after the beginning of classes? No, 
many universities have mandatory orientation programmes for incoming students. 

• What happens if I fail an exam at the host university? You may catch it up at the next exam session, should 
the host university offer this possibility or you compensate it with a course at USI once you are back.
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• Is there a minimum or maximum number of ECTS that I can obtain during my mobility period? In general, the 
workload should correspond to a full semester (30 ECTS). However, students are free to take as many 
ECTS as their study plan requires. Please keep in mind, that certain universities require a minimum 
number of ECTS, for example: 

• University of St. Gallen: minimum 16 ECTS

• ETH Zürich: minimum 20 ECTS

• EPF Lausanne: minimum 20 ECTS

• This means, that students are required to attend courses and take exams for that minimum workload. 
Registering to exams for less than the minimum workload is not accepted. 
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The responsive portal – navigation tips
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Example of factsheet
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Exchange reports from former students: where to find them
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