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Università della Svizzera italiana (USI) is a young and lively university, a hub of opportunity 
open to the world where students are offered a quality interdisciplinary education in which 
they can be fully engaged and take centre stage, and where our researchers can count on 
having the space to freely pursue their initiative. Established in 1996, USI is in constant 
evolution, always taking on new challenges while remaining true to its three guiding 
principles: quality, openness and responsibility. The Institute of Communication and Health 
(ICH), founded in 2007, is a heavily research-oriented institution that operates to a large 
degree on external funding.  
 
ICH has been successful in obtaining funding from the Swiss National Science Foundation 
(SNF: Digital Lives) for an eighteen months research project to explore perceptions of 
smartphone-mediated communication among young adults. The project consists of two 
experimental studies to study the role that synchronicity, modality, and message valence 
play on social presence, interpersonal trust, and social provision in smartphone-mediated 
communication. An innovative aspect of the project is the combination of self-report data and 
psychophysiological measures (i.e., heartrate and electrodermal activity).  
For this project, the candidate will work in an interdisciplinary team of researchers led by Dr. 
Anne-Linda Camerini and Dr. Serena Petrocchi. Applicants should have: 
Master’s degree in Psychology or related disciplines with an empirical focus  
Understanding of experimental design and basic knowledge of quantitative data analysis 
Excellent Italian and good English skills in speaking and writing 
Excellent communication skills and ability to work in teams 
Ability to work autonomously, methodically, and accurately with good attention to detail 
The successful candidate will assist the principal investigators during all phases of the 
project. The main duties will be the recruitment of participants, preparation of study material, 
data collection, and any other essential task related with the research project. The candidate 
may also assist in data analysis and the publication and dissemination of results. 
Workplace is USI - Università della Svizzera italiana, located in Lugano, Switzerland. The 
position is available from 1st December 2018 and is fixed term for 18 months with an 
evaluation period of 3 months.  
Interested applicants should send (1) a one-page letter describing their prior experiences 
related to this call and their motivation to apply, (2) a CV, (3) a PDF-Version of their Master’s 
thesis, (4) the names of two academic references that can be contacted for further 
information.  
 
Please send your application (in English) or requests for further information via email to Dr. 
Serena Petrocchi at serena.petrocchi@usi.ch with the subject “SNF: Digital Lives”.  
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Applications received before September 24, 2018, will be given priority. USI strives to be an 
equal opportunity and family friendly employer and is further responsive to the needs of dual 
career couples. We guarantee that the selection process will give equal opportunities to 
female and male researchers.  
 
Lugano, August 29, 2018 
 
 


