
 

 

 
Guidelines for the PhD in Econometrics and Statistics 
at USI  
 
These guidelines concern the PhD-program in Econometrics and 
Statistics offered at the Università della Svizzera italiana. Article 
numbers refer to the respective articles in the PhD regulation of the 
Faculty, which these guidelines complement. 
 
2. Title 
The PhD-program in Econometrics and Statistics confers the title of: 
Dr.sc.ec. con specializzazione in Metodi Quantitativi / PhD in 
Econometrics and Statistics; 
 
4. Doctoral Committee 
Where necessary, following the appointment by the Faculty Council, 
the director of the PhD program in Econometrics and Statistics may 
represent the program within the Doctoral Committee of the Faculty 
of Economics. 
 
7. Admission Requirements 
A Masters Degree in a relevant area, or a title deemed equivalent to 
it by the Collegio Dottorale.  
 
9. Doctoral Program 
 
The curriculum consists of two phases: a first phase of intensive 
coursework and a second phase of advanced studies and research. The 
course phase is designed to provide students with sufficient 
methodological background to write a quantitatively oriented PhD 
Thesis on topics related to Economics or Finance. 
 
The required coursework for completing the PhD Program in 
Econometrics and Statistics amounts to 30 ECTS credits and includes 
the following compulsory PhD courses: 
 
- Probability Theory - Stochastic Processes 
- Statistics 
- Econometrics 
- Selected Topics in Statistics or Econometrics 
- Time Series Analysis 
 
In addition to these compulsory courses, students are encouraged to 
take field courses, in order to strengthen their training in areas 
related to their research. Field courses can be selected both from 
advanced courses of doctoral programs at USI or outside Institutions, 
following the prior approval of the Direttore di Tesi and after 
consulting the PhD-program director. Typically, the student should 
complete his/her coursework at the latest within the first two years 
since enrollment. 



 
13. Progress Verification 
The progress of PhD students in their research is assessed on the 
basis of a first and a second research paper. The first research 
paper must be completed and submitted to the Direttore di Tesi and 
PhD-program director within 24 months of the student’s enrollment in 
the program. The second research paper must be submitted to the 
Direttore di Tesi and PhD-program Director, and presented at the 
Institute’s seminar series, within 36 months of the student’s 
enrollment in the program. 
 
Students are encouraged to present their research, even at an early 
stage, in the brown bag seminar series of the Institute.  
 


